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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
504 South Mailn Street, Viroqua, Wl 54665
602.637.3978  WwW.gsviroqua.org

How Good it Feels to Give!

The GSLC Stewardship Committee continues its ministry
among us, encouraging us to support our ministry fully. In
these lean economic times, our income has lagged behind ex-

M penses. Because you are a member of the congregation, be-
AL LT cause we have programs to share with one another, because
G . God gives us all that we have, we're inviting all 600 households

of our congregation to consider increase giving by $10 to $20
per week or month. Please prayerfully consider what God calls
you to give. (Stewardship Committee)

Hunger Booth Scheduled

The Social Concerns Committee is hosting the Hunger Booth at
the Farmers’ Market on Saturday August 7" and 14™. Good
Shepherd members are encouraged to bring garden produce or
baked goods to the booth Saturday morning around 7:00 am.
All money made at the Hunger Booth goes to World Hunger. If
you don’t have anything to contribute, stop by the booth and
make a purchase. This is an excellent way to make a differ-
ence. (MH)

Discipleship Training: The Lutheran Course
This fall consider reexamining core teachings of Lutheran
Christians by engaging in Discipleship Training. Each Sunday,
beginning September 12, we’ll examine central understandings
of the Lutheran Church. This is a great opportunity for all of us
to renew our distinct Lutheran heritage. Materials will be pro-
vided. A freewill offering will be taken to cover the costs of ma-
terials. We meet Sunday mornings, beginning September 12 in
the Chapel. Bring your Bible and bring a friend. (LJ)

Worship in the Park: August 8

Our 10:15 worship will be at Eckhart Park, August 8. We'll wor-
ship with Immanuel Lutheran. Special music will be provided
by a youth band from First Lutheran in Onalaska. There'll be a
picnic following the service with food provided. Invite your fam-
ily and friends to join us. Bring a lawn chair. We'll take a free-

will offering to cover the cost. (BW)
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August Centering Word

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

The Centering Word is provided for you to memorize and to
reflect upon this month. Let the Word of Christ dwell in you
richly!

Back From Peru

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, across the miles, across the
seas—back from Peru. | returned safely from Peru with many
stories to share, as well as issues to think about. But one thing
was obvious — we are connected in faith with our brothers and
sisters throughout the world. Our brothers and sisters in Peru
continually asked us to remember them, to pray for their chil-
dren, to come again. We are family. Christ does that for us,
connects us, may we remain connected in love, in faith and
through prayer. | will be sharing stories in sermons and chil-
dren’s sermons on Sunday morning. Eventually | will have pic-
tures and DVD to share as well, but right now these are being
developed. Later this fall there will be more ways for us to con-
nect with our Peruvian expression of the Lutheran church, but
until then remember them and pray for their children. (MH)

Confirmation Night at the Movies

On August 18" from 5:30 to 8:00, all 7" & 8" grade confirma-
tion students are invited to spend the evening in the Youth
Room catching up on one of the Bible’s most important stories:
the story of the Exodus and how God freed His people from
slavery. Bring a beverage, a snack to share and a couple dol-
lars for pizza. Get ready to learn of God’s amazing work! (MH)

School Kits Needed

School is just around the corner & school kits are once again
needed. As you do your back to school shopping remember to
buy some extra supplies and fill up a bag for someone

else. Bags with lists of supplies are available in the Narthex
and church office to be picked up. They can be returned any-
time between now and Rally Sunday (September 12") to the
Narthex or the Sewing Room (room next to the kitchen down-
stairs). Last year we made up 216 school kits — let’s see if we
can make it an even 225 this time! Christ calls us to service in
the world and our school kit ministry is a tangible way that we
live out that calling. (MH)



Church With a Mission

In July | spent a week at Luther Seminary working in class with
nine other leaders in the church. Our focus was to continue
talking about “The Missional Church.” It was an incredible
week of study and fellowship, another time of deliberate focus
for the sake of ministry at Good Shepherd.

| began thinking about what it means to be a church with a mis-
sion many years ago. In my years as a pastor | have been en-
countering congregation after congregation struggling to come
to terms with shifts in society: young people leaving the church
never to return, Biblical knowledge diminishing among those
remaining in the church, many crises of faith brought about as
a result of these shifts. | began asking “What does it mean to
be Church in such a context as the world today?”

In the late 1990s the answer to this question worked for a few
congregations: Do what’s called “an attractional model of mis-
sion.” In this model the church was encouraged to figure out
what the culture wanted from the church and then to become
that model for the community you serve. The result was effec-
tive for some congregations. Listening to culture,
megachurches became modeled after the consumer society:
rock music, dramatic enactments, and more. Some churches
became big megachurches following this philosophy. For
many, the gains realized were short-lived. Few megachurches
continue to grow today.

What does it mean to be the church in the world today? This
question matters. | am encouraging us to have a particular
kind of missional understanding among us: to recognize that
God has a mission and we are called to be a part of that mis-
sion. This understanding calls us to encounter God in worship,
scripture, Christian community and Viroqua to discern the heart
of God for our community. This missional understanding of the
church is rooted in faith that God has a mission in which we are
called to participate and that God’s mission is to take concrete
forms in Viroqua. Our task is to work together to discern the
shapes of God’s mission for Viroqua and to shape our commu-
nity to be faithful to that task.

The missional church is an open community that engages one
another around a particular question: “What is God trying to
do?” As we discern God’s dream for our area and participate
in it we’ll find our purpose. We'll know the core values of the

(Continued on page 4)
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Church With a Mission (Cont.)

(Continued from page 3)

church and grow in our understanding of our community’s fu-
ture as we engage the one who comes among us as Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.

Scripture is central to this engagement. In it we encounter God
as we read and study it communally, as we pray with it during
our daily devotions, and as we wrestle with its correspondence
to daily life. In it we meet the living God who is still active.

With a conviction that God is a missional God, we ask how to
become a missional church. We start with God.

New life for our congregation will not come about because of
programs we offer. A youth group will not bring life. A choir,
while highly desirable, will not reinvigorate the church. Dy-
namic Sunday School, as it seeks to encounter God in our
community is important, but it alone cannot bring life. Not even
our pastors will bring renewal. We will not find hope in the
Church Council. We must look to the heart of god, to discern
together God’s mission for us in Viroqua.

For this reason, we continue to call each other to be together in
worship in a participative manner. When we gather, we need
to sit with one another in community and to engage the living
Christ who comes among us in our liturgy, in the scripture and
the sermon. Daily we need to be engaging scripture and enter-
ing into prayer for discernment. As we encounter the Holy One
in our midst, we will be shaped to know more about the hopes
God has for Viroqua. In this we will find our mission. Only in
this one is our life to be found. (LJ)

Update on Pastor Jordan’s D. Min.

Pastor Jordan continues to grow as a leader through study as a
part of the Doctor of Ministry program at Luther Seminary. This
program is an academic degree for the church. It is not under-
taken for the sake of moving on or stepping up to something
larger. Instead, it is a growth program that seeks to shape
leaders to work within their congregations to help communities
reimagine their calling in the light of the world as it is today. It
is a practical program for the sake of the congregation. Pastor
has been working in this program for a year and a half. Itis a
five year program that involves a great deal of reading and re-
flection. Already we are being shaped by this program. We
are asking different questions about mission and leadership in
the congregation, fostering conversations about what it means
to be the church in Viroqua in 2010 and beyond. Please en-
gage him about what he’s reading and learning. (LJ)



Prayer Makes a Difference
On Rally Sunday this year you will have an opportunity to make

a difference in the life of one of Congregation’s young persons. I T
The Education Committee is inviting the members of the congre- Ildididi it
gation to draw a name of one of our Sunday School children, Iy ity
ages 3 through high-school, and pledge to pray for them for the Tt vy
entire year. Post their name on your refrigerator, put their name .. P

in your Bible, or post it on your bathroom mirror and pray for —
them every day. That is the primary commitment when you se-

lect a name in September. If you would like to send them an

occasional note or card letting them know that you are praying

for them, you are welcome to do so. You are also welcome to

select as many names as you wish and as your prayer time will

allow. When we pray in the name of Christ, we can be confident

the our prayers are heard. Make a difference, draw a name and

help a child grow in faith. (MH)

Sunday School Teachers Needed

Do you love children? Do you have a heart for the Lord? Our
children need you to teach Sunday School — please consider
saying yes. The Good Shepherd Education Committee is look-
ing for adults like you who can show God’s love to our youngest
members. We are a discipling community for all ages, where
everyone is encouraged to grow in faith through worship and !
study. Teaching Sunday School or being involved with our
youngest members is certainly one way to continue to grow in
faith. Our children challenge us to think about what we believe
and encourage us to articulate our faith. Being a part of Chris-
tian education is also a chance for you to grow in faith as well, so
prayerful consider taking advantage of this invitation. If you
know you would like to teach, please visit with Pastor Hoversten,
an education committee member or call the church office. (MH)

Service Opportunity Available
Kickapoo Harvest, part of the Valley Stewardship Network, is
looking for volunteers to go into the fields after harvest and glean _

produce that can be given to lower income families in our com- SNy 8
munity. Becky Larson volunteered in July and is planning to help

out with this project in August. If you would like to join her feel T Tl
free to contact her or call the church office. Volunteers are wel- @ “t Famarn
come to volunteer their time for the whole afternoon, or for just S

one portion. The August date is August 20™. Work begins at
12:30 and ends around 6:00. For more information check

out: KickapooVSN.org or contact Nicole Penick, Food and Farm
Initiative Projects Coordinator at vsnnicole@gmail.com. (MH)
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Fall Dates to Remember

1.

Rally Sunday: September 12", Late service will include
teacher installation, beginning confirmation student bless-
ing, and Bible distribution. This year we will be doing a
scavenger hunt to get to know our facility a bit better during
our Sunday School hour. The entire family is welcome.
Bible Distribution Sunday: September 12, late service.
If you have a young person who is three, in 3" grade or
starting Confirmation (7" grade), GSLC is pleased to give
them an age appropriate Bible for their faith growth. Third
graders are invited, along with a parent, to stay after late
service for a short Bible party in the Fellowship Hall. This
will be chance to celebrate the gift of scripture and learn
how to use the Bible.

Sunday School Begins: September 12", Sunday School
is for ages 3 through 8" grade between services. Registra-
tion has begun. (see enclosed registration and permission/
health form). This year parents will need to fill out the pink
health/permission form. Please call the church office to
receive additional copies for your own use or to pass on to
a neighbor, relative or friend. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
GSLC is happy to welcome non-members and community
children into our Sunday School. Encourage the children
in your life to attend!

Breath!: September 22", Breath! is Good Shepherd’s
Wednesday after school program for elementary age youth
and runs from 3:00pm to 5:00pm. Registration has begun.
(see enclosed registration and permission/health form). It
is an excellent way to involve children in the community, as
well as GSLC children. We will continue our journey
through the Gospel of Luke, as well as playing games, do
crafts, service projects, and go on outings. The church bus
will be picking children up at the Public school and Pleas-
ant Ridge Waldorf School. This is a fun, well-run program;
an incredible gift to our community. Encourage a young
person in your life to register and attend.

Confirmation: September 8" Confirmation is an opportu-
nity for our 7" and 8" grade youth to spend some extra
time learning about their faith and studying the Bible. As a
congregation we provide the ministry of confirmation so
that we can fulfill our promise which was made at their bap-
tism, to assist parents in fulfilling their promises and to live
out being a discipling congregation for all ages. Confir-
mation will be Wednesday from 5:15-6:45. If Pastor
Hoversten has not met with your 7" or 8" grader yet about
this program, and you would like to have them involved,
contact the church office. (MH)



WELCA Potluck and Prayer Scheduled
All women of Good Shepherd Church are invited to a potluck

supper at 6:00pm on Aug. 4th. Main dish salads, lemonade W
and coffee will be provided with attendees providing other OMETI ofhe
foods. Donna Arnetveit will summarize the lessons from the ElCA @

Lutheran Woman Today summer study on Pray Always, and
will introduce the Bible lessons for the September-May
months. A special guest may be coming, so we hope to have
many women in attendance for an evening of fellowship.
(Martha H)

SConference Synod Summer Event Planned

All women of Good Shepherd are invited to a South Confer-
ence Synod summer event in the Fellowship Hall on August
18th. Join other women of the synod in a morning (9-12 noon)
of fellowship and inspiration. Registration and coffee hour be-
gin at 9 a.m., followed by devotions and special music and a
short program on care givers. The women of Good Shepherd
will be preparing a salad lunch for the group. Call Jean Wole-
nec (637-3166) and register by August 4th, if you plan to at-
tend. Registration fee is $5. (Martha H.)

Come to Supper o

Come to Supper is an opportunity to serve, Tuesday, August
315 3:30-7:45 for incoming 7""—12" graders & interested

e Gl

adults. Come to Supper is a meal served weekly at Our Sav- 2 ez n
ior’s in La Crosse free to anyone who is hungry or simply wants ol
to come for supper. This is an opportunity to experience ser- . S

vice and to encounter people who perhaps live differently from
us. ltis a requirement for all confirmation youth to attend one
“Come to Supper” event or help with the community Thanksgiv-
ing Meal. Others are welcome along as well. It is not only an
excellent way to help others but it is an experience to be part of
a diverse community gathered around a meal-members, home-
less, volunteers, and hungry all alike. To sign up call the
church office or put your name on the sign on Pastor Hover-
sten’s office door. As always friends are welcome. (MH)

Food Pantry Supported
Difficult economic times have made for significant financial

Cia
challenges for many in our community. Good Shepherd mem- l:irrrm:n.:,-
bers, along with others in our larger Viroqua area, have re- . G

sponded generously to support the ministry of Good Shep-
herd’s Food Pantry. Thank you for all your support! (MH)
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Worship Volunteers

8/1/10

Asst Minister
Acolyte

Com. Asst.

8:00 Service
Sue Heitman

O. Tryggestad, J. McClelland

AC Fortney

Com. Deacons TBA

10:15 Service
Sue Heitman
P. Ward, M. Oldham

Greeter J. Dresen, M. Tryggestad Wesley & Annette Dahl
Nursery Tara Lucey Tara Lucey

Usher Kevin Sloane/Tom Titel

Coffee Anna Circle

Altar Guild Ruth Ann Clark, Patti Jones, Lorna Olson

Radio In memory of Loren Mellem given by family and friends.
8/8/10 8:00 Service 10:15 Service at PARK
Asst Minister Brian Mastin Brian Mastin

Acolyte J. Kahn, C. Sherry

Com. Asst. Pam Vig

Com. Deacons TBA

Greeter D. Sisbach, J. Wolenec Kent & Lynette Bruckner
Nursery Tara Lucey

Usher Reynard Bentson

Coffee Joanna Circle

Altar Guild Ruth Ann Clark, Patti Jones, Lorna Olson

Radio In memory of Loren Mellem given by family and friends.
8/15/10 8:00 Service 10:15 Service

Asst Minister Rob Hoversten Rob Hoversten
Acolyte M. & M. Oldham W. Blake, M. Berg
Greeter D. Sisbach, J. Wolenec C. Adam, C. Newman
Nursery Gina Young Susan Conway

Usher Marion Clark

Coffee No Volunteers

Altar Guild Ruth Ann Clark, Patti Jones, Lorna Olson

Radio In memory of Loren Mellem given by family and friends.
8/22/10 8:00 Service 10:15 Service

Asst Minister Ron Trampe Ron Trampe

Acolyte K. Buroker, J. McClelland M. Hoffland, M. Berg
Greeter Nial & Judy Bessinger Gus & Shirley Tollefson
Nursery Cathi Reed Leah Monroe

Usher Roger Lucey

Coffee Mary/Miriam Circle

Altar Guild Ruth Ann Clark, Patti Jones, Lorna Olson

Radio In memory of Loren Mellem given by family and friends.
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8/29/10 8:00 Service 10:15 Service

Asst Minister Dan Heitman Dan Heitman

Acolyte T. O’Neal, A. Holmes K. Hoversten, E. Bruland
Com. Asst. D. Arnetveit Kyle Titel

Greeter Doug & Gail Grimsled L. Fortney, V. Sturdevant
Nursery Melissa Thompson Theresa Washburn
Usher Bill Haun

Coffee Volunteers

Altar Guild Ruth Ann Clark, Patti Jones, Lorna Olson

Radio In memory of Loren Mellem given by family and friends.

Endowment Scholarships Awarded

Congratulations to the following 2010 Endowment Scholarship recipients: Mat-
thew Long, Heather Morrison, Katelyn Sloane, Kyle Titel, and Amanda Lan-
gaard. We wish you all much success as your school year begins. God’s
speed. (DL)

Clothes Closet Prepares for Fall

Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet is preparing for fall. They are taking donations
of jeans, shirts, sweatshirts, shoes and jackets for all ages, but especially for
school age children. As you do your back to school shopping remember to in-
clude the Clothes Closet in your purchasing and planning. Remember that do-
nations need to be clean and ready to wear. Also if you are in need of clothing,
check the Clothes Closet out. There are jeans, shirts, sweatshirts, shoes and
jackets for all ages. Clothes Closet is open Tuesday and Thursdays from 1-3.
(MH)

Social Ministry Gives Thanks

The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank those who have provided
food for the monthly meals.

January: Confirmation Class

February: Nancy Welch, Dan Heitman, Ruth McClurg, Karen Mack
March: Choir

April: Breath!

May: Melissa Thompson, Deanna Lohr, Tara Lucey, Sarah

Harless, Trudy Fortun,
Julienne Sloane, Jena Sherry
June: Tom Titel Family, Gloria Fetty

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. If you would like to help

serve or to find out more information, contact a Social Committee member.
(KM)
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Upcoming Events at Sugar Creek
Check out some of the upcoming events at Sugar Creek Bible
Camp. There is something for everyone. For more information
call 608-734-3113 or check out their website at
www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org

Aug. 8-11 Family Camp

Aug. 12-15 Family Camp

Aug. 15-18 Grandparent/child Camp

Aug. 20-22 Mother/Daughter Camp

Aug. 20-22 Father/Son Camp

Aug. 27-29 Parent/Child Horse Ranch

Sept. 12-17 Boundary Waters Canoe Trip

Sept. 12-18 Washington D.C.

Sept. 23-26 Crafters Retreat

Sept. 22 Fireside Dinner Theater

Oct. 16-17 3-5 Grade Retreat

Oct. 29-31 6-8 Grade Retreat

Nov. 1-5 Branson, MO

Nov. 4-7 Crafters Retreat

Nov. 12-14 Middle School Girls’ Retreat

Dec. 21 Fireside Dinner Theater Christmas

Sugar Creek Changes Lives

Sugar Creek is fun and it does change lives! We are blessed to
have such a vibrant ministry so close to home. In addition to
having a team here at Good Shepherd leading our Day Camp
program in July, Sugar Creek hosted two Explorer Days for the
youngest of our children. We also sent 19 kids to on-site pro-
grams. This is a record high! On-site kids are able to participate
in Bible study and worship and get to see young people excited
about Jesus. It is invaluable. Thank you for supporting Sugar
Creek’s ministry. (MH)

Change Continues to Change the World
Change-to-Change the World continues to make a difference to
hungry people locally and globally. Each Sunday, 25% of the

I:'rrIE':.::l' _ money collected through Change-to-Change the World stays to
' “* | support our helping ministries of the Food Pantry and Good Sa-
G . maritan Fund. Currently it is going to support the Good Samari-

tan Fund. (MH)
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Memorials Received
It is with joy and thanksgiving that the congregation receives
gifts in honor or memory of loved ones. Thank you to all who
remember our ministry through these wonderful gifts!

In Memory of Given By Fund

Charles Mills Mallie Gald Good Samaritan

Eunice McClurg Elvin & Terri Hanson Food Pantry

Fred Clements Debra Clark Food Pantry

Howard Reed Alan & Jena Sherry 1st Floor Bathroom
Gloria Fetty Undesignated
Jean Ellefson Good Samaritan
Jack & Bonnie Rath Building

Jim stalsberg

John O. Allness
Loren Mellem
Mary Beth McCann
Geraldine Dull
Zaleme Ellefson

In Honor of

Lucille Ostrem

Roger & Miriam Hatlem
Myrna Allness

Family & Friends

Ray & Eileen Getter
Ray & Eileen Getter
William & JoEllen Mapp

Given By

1st Floor Bathroom
Good Samaritan
Building

Radio Broadcast
Good Samaritan
General Fund
Food Pantry

Fund

Sunday School Teachers Roger & Miriam Hatlem

Choir
Staff

Roger & Miriam Hatlem
Roger & Miriam Hatlem

Debt Reduction
Good Samaritan
Building

WELCA Quilts Shipped

On June 16, 2010, we had the opportunity to join the La Crosse
Area Synod WELCA bus outing to the Twin Cities to see a play
and tour the Lutheran World Relief Warehouse. On the bus

were 57 people and 80 boxes of quilts and kits including 8 § ﬁ
boxes containing 46 quilts from Good Shepherd Lutheran ) L"ther,an
Church. World Relqu

We were impressed with the knowledge, efficiency and care of
the staff in baling and preparing the quilts and kits for shipment.
The young man who showed us around had worked there for
21 years. He assured us they have a contact in each port
where the shipment is delivered. Over 1,325,000 pounds are
shipped annually from this warehouse: 50% to Africa and to
Haiti and other places of need.

If you would like to know how to help furnish items for these
layettes, sewing or health kits, information sheets are available
in the Narthex. (Karen M and JoAnn M)
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On-going Reminders and Notes

When entering the hospital, please tell the admitting per-
sonnel that you are a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran
in Viroqua. Remember to have a family member contact
the church office so you can receive pastoral care during a
hospitalization.

Listening Devices are available for use during worship ser-
vices. Ask an usher for assistance. An instruction card is
available to assist you each week.

Desiring pastoral care? Call the church office and request
a visit. 637-3978.

To reach Pastor Jordan in an emergency: 637-8620
(home) or 606-3978 (cell)

To reach Pastor Hoversten in an emergency : 638-0138
(home)

Room and date reservations help assure that you have a
room reserved and that your group makes it onto the cal-
endar. You can download a form from our website, or stop
by the resource board by the office to get a form.

Council minutes approved for distribution are available in
two locations: on the board by the church office and on the
bulletin board in the narthex. Note that minutes are posted
only after approved. For this reason they will be about a
month behind.

Remember to update the church office with changes of
address and/or phone numbers. Call the church office at
637-3978 or email office@gsviroqua.org

Devotional material for all ages available in the Narthex by
the main doors.

When preparing announcements and articles, please note
that the deadline for the bulletin is Wednesday. The dead-
line for the newsletter is the 15th of the month prior to pub-
lication.



Income and Expenditures
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
January 1 through June 30, 2010

General Fund

Income
Regular Income $135,995.10
Other Income $3,553.60

Total Income

Expenditures

Benevolence $8,148.78
Ministry $4,699.88
Administration $9,446.08
Property $28,686.10
Personnel $114,186.73

Total Expenditures

Over/Under

Pastoral Acts for July 2010

Funerals
Charles Mills

6/30/2010

$139,548.70

$165,167.57

-$25,618.87

7/9/10

#$
% &"°

%
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